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Chick Henderson celebrates 
50 years in business
Principles and core values are a major contributor to the success and longevity of 
any business and for a company to survive a time span of some fifty years speaks 
volumes for the founder and the dedication of the personnel. 

Chick Henderson Company, established in 1968, celebrates 
its 50th anniversary this year and looking back on its 
history, the late founder John Hamilton (Chick) Henderson 
would be justifiably proud of this milestone which was 
built on the moral and upstanding principles that typified 
the man, thus investing his characteristics into a lasting 
legacy. These principles of business ethics and correctness 
have been embraced by the employees themselves over 
the years, resulting in a loyal and trustworthy workforce.

Chick Henderson was a man of great moral fibre and his 
dedication to the sporting arena, either as a rugby player, 
administrator and commentator, gave him an insight into the 
lives of many, especially the under privileged  community 
where he used the platform of sport to introduce a system 
of transformation. His passion for change shone through 
when he assembled a team of SA Barbarian rugby players 
to play in England. The team consisted of eight white, eight 
black and eight coloured players which caused a great deal 
of controversy but Chick’s astute leadership and passion 
for rugby avoided any backlash.

“With the 50th anniversary celebrations on the horizon, we 
are in for exiting times as far as the future of the company 
is concerned highlighting the importance of becoming 
more visible in the market. The holding company, Winhold 
Group, has achieved a 100% black holding, raising the (BEE) 
certificate to a level 5 BEE score. This latest development 
and re-vamp will build a lot more value into the brand and 
bring back the person and his values, which in the long 
term will ease the burden of ascending to the next level,” 
said Robert Dye, Branch Manager.

The evolution of transformation by the company has 
been a long term objective as a result of pressure from 
parastatals that have exerted enormous pressure on the 
group over the years. Management has changed the 
corporate structure to accommodate transformation and 
regard this as not mere window dressing but a genuine 
step towards future sustainability. Staff selection will be 
on merit, especially advantageous for those with long 
term exposure to the industry in order to complement 
the several members who have already reached a high 
level in the company structure. In total, as many as 60% 
of the company’s management, are from disadvantaged 
backgrounds.

“The hose industry is not fully transformed as yet as it rates 
as a small industry by comparison. In the light of our recent 
developments we are taking the lead in the industry by 
assisting young black professionals who wish to enter the 
hose industry by providing a starting point and supporting 
their growth into sustainable entities,” added Dye.

“’Chick Henderson has, during its history maintained a lead 
in the industrial and mining hose market with the quality 
of its products on offer, focussing on rubber and PVC hose 
and allied equipment sourced from a worldwide network 
of principle manufacturers that offer the widest range of 
superior products and support to enable us to resolve the 
most challenging application. The growth of the company 
has now necessitated the move to a bigger distribution 
centre, vacating the existing facility that has housed the 
business for the past 50 years. The new centre will combine 
the two existing Johannesburg facilities- head office as well 
as the bulk receiving and assembly facility. The sojourn 
into the new phase of our development will streamline 
our business and provide efficiencies that will service our 
market well into the future,” concluded Robert Dye.                   
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