
CO
V

ER
 S

TO
RY

4 Pipes, Pumps and Valves Africa - Jan/Feb 2019

The evolution of tradition  
Ainsworth Engineering has in recent months revived their historical footprint in 
manufacturing and supplying what must be a world recognized range of valves such 
as Resilient Seal Gate, more commonly known as the Ainsworth RSV and the Green 
Mamba, a market leader of resilient steel gate valves and the Grove Control valve, to 
mention but a few.
Ainsworth Engineering and its sister company United 
Valve Company (UVC) are under new ownership and have 
been upgraded to Level 1 broad-based black economic 
empowerment (BBBEE) status.

The 100% LOCAL MANUFACTURING and German technology 
which has ultimately been reflected in the robustness and 
longevity of the product.  

History has a habit of setting foundations from which 
elements evolve. Some die a natural death in time whilst 
others progress to further the course of human endeavor. 
The same can be said for certain valve manufacturers today, 
who have stood the test of time and continue to produce 
Local products that exude confidence in the markets in 
which they operate. 

Ainsworth Engineering established in 1943, can be largely 
considered to be one of these entities that continue to 
place a high emphasis on quality, which represents one 
of their prime objectives. With the establishment of good 
relationship with foundries at the time they were able to 
control the quality through all stages of manufacture. The 
company’s quality system is listed and certified by the South 
African Bureau of standards. Where applicable, cast iron 
and cast steel gates and reflex valves bear this SABS mark.

Known also as United Valve Company (UVC), established in 
2002 occupies some 7000 sq m of factory space on a 12000 
sq m site in Robertsham, south of Johannesburg where the 

latest tools and equipment are housed that provide state-
of-the art finishes to the comprehensive range of valves 
produced by the company. 

An interesting fact is the company was the first in the 
industry to introduce and in-house electro-static plastics 
powder-coating (EPC) plant. 

The plant was installed to turn out valve components with 
a superior finish and outstanding abrasion and corrosion 
protection. This method surpasses the standard method of 
red oxide paint previously used. This is an added advantage 



CO
V

ER STO
RY

Pipes, Pumps and Valves Africa - Jan/Feb 2019 5

when one considers that most of the underground 
applications in the mining industry have a preference for the 
Ainsworth brand valves. 

Flagship of the valve range however, is the Grove Surge 
Relief valve. These surge relievers and regulators have been 
protecting pipelines all around the world for over 40 years. 
When loaded with nitrogen, Grove valves can relieve fast 
acting transient surges. For overpressure conditions where 
pressure is building up steadily, or in cases where there are 
less demanding speed requirements, some models can be 
operated with a pilot and process fluid. 

 A variety of materials are available to match each individual 
application. Some of the applications for Grove, include, 
loading/offloading terminals; farm tank storage; off-shore 
platforms; mines and refineries; power plants and pipelines. 
Many of the valves sold over this period are still in existence 
today.

Ainsworth Engineering/United Valve Company has 
undergone some strategic changes in recent months, which 
has resulted in the company acquiring BBBEE Level one 
status, resulting in the appointment of Siyabonga Meyiwa as 
the new owner and CEO.  As a Mechanical Engineer he has 
experience in water management, essential to the success 
of a company that has the reputation of providing water 
solutions to a vast industry.

“We have received funding from the Industrial Development 
Corporation with a view to assisting with our expansion 
plans which include working capital and developing future 
markets, going forward. We have already commenced 
with the installation of new machines and refurbishment 
of existing ones that will improve efficiencies. We already 
have existing contracts supplying valves to Australia and 
New Zealand, which was established some time ago by the 
previous management and our sights are further firmly set 

on strategic partnerships in order to expand into the African 
market as well,” says Siyabonga Meyiwa.        

“The footprint of UVC has previously been restricted to the 
Gauteng and mining areas of South Africa but we realize 
that with some forward planning we further   establish 
facilities in the major centers of the country that cater for 
predominantly Municipal and private business   sector in 
each area. A Durban branch has already been set up and 
others will follow,” said Ruben van Loggerenberg, General 
Manager.

When asked about future marketing strategies for the 
local market, van Loggerenberg commented, “We have 
established an enviable reputation with the products we 
sell and will continue to supply customers that look for long 
term solutions with valves that outlast any other valve in 
the market. The influx of low-cost valves from the East, do 
affect our sales at times but future development of new 
product line we will be competitively priced the quality of a 
locally manufactured valve. We also designed a triple off-set 
metal seated butterfly valve for Eskom in conjunction with 
their engineers, with a replaceable seat in the body and the 
disc, and this product has generated interest from other 
interested parties, chemical, energy, and water sectors”.

“There is probably not a single river of any importance 
whose waters do not, at some point flow through an 
Ainsworth valve.” 

Ainsworth Engineering / United Valve Company
Tel: +27 (0)11 433 3968, 
Email: sales@uvc.co.za
Web: www.uvc.co.za


