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Locally manufactured quality 
Bermad products
Macsteel Fluid Control has been active in the water industry for over 40 years, 
supplying a number of well-known products. Now the company is taking it one step 
further, manufacturing quality Bermad products locally.

Macsteel Fluid Control is a niche business supplying a 
comprehensive range of valves, actuators, liquid level 
gauges, valve interlock systems and a full range of steam 
products across a number of industries, including water.

Well-known as a sole franchise holder in Southern Africa for 
a number of well-known brands such as Bermad and AMRI, 
Macsteel Fluid Control has taken a major step towards 
import substitution with the establishment of a local valve 
assembly operation.

Local production 
In 2011 the Department of Trade Industry implemented the 
revised Preferential Procurement Policy Framework Act in 
order to boost local production. This meant Macsteel Fluid 
Control needed to manufacture at least 70% of its products 
locally.  Although Macsteel has always assembled its Bermad 

control valves locally, creating some local content, it did not 
meet these new requirements.

“Meeting this has been quite a challenge, but we decided 
we wanted to exceed the 70% requirement. However, we 
needed to ensure we met the same quality, performance 
and aesthetic requirements as our imported products,” 
explains Rowan Blomquist, CEO, Macsteel Fluid Control. 

Macsteel Fluid Control has been working closely with its 
principal Bermad for roughly five years to fine-tune the local 
casting and assembly of Bermad control and air valves to 
the necessary standards. “The locally cast product will be 
exactly the same as the imported product in terms of quality 
and performance,” Blomquist emphasises. 

“We have always supported the local industry through 
employment, social development initiatives and local 
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assembly. By manufacturing complete valves locally, which 
we’ve never done before, we’re taking another step towards 
building and uplifting our local economy.” 

With Bermad’s blessing, Macsteel will roll out its local 
manufacturing operation to market in the first quarter of 
2019. 

A strong service base
Macsteel Fluid Control prides itself on excellent support and 
backup service, which it will continue to provide in addition 
to its local manufacture offering.

The ISO 9001:2008 certified company has an assembly and 
test plant in Germiston, as well as an assembly plant for 
irrigation products in Cape Town.  Macsteel Fluid Control 
employs three local Bermad product specialists, together 
with five technicians and an extensive sales team, all of 
whom have technical knowledge and experience. 

Rowan Blomquist, Macsteel, 
Tel: +27 (0)11 383 4000,
Cell: +27 (0)82 495 2772,
Email: rowan.blomquist@macfluid.co.za,
Web:  www.macsteel.co.za

“Of our 100 employees, 70% are devoted to sales and 
backup. We also carry roughly R90 million worth of stock at 
any given time, much of which is spare parts, to eliminate 
downtime for our clients,” says Blomquist.  

“It is easy to sell a valve. The true test is when the valve 
fails and you can step in to address the problem in a timely 
manner. It’s our service and backup that sets us apart.” 

The company has a network of branches across sub-Saharan 
Africa and works closely with consultants and offers in-
house design-services for valve sizing and pipeline design. 

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K


