
10 Pipes, Pumps and Valves Africa - Jul/Aug 2017

Woman in the Industry

Contact Caroline Houghton, Rapid Allweiler 
Tel: +27 (0) 11 573-7400, Cell: +27 72 695-4530  
c.houghton@rapidallweiler.co.za 
www.rapidallweiler.co.za

Caroline Gillian Houghton, Rapid Allweiler Pumps

Academic Qualifications :
Higher diploma in Food & Nutrition 

First Salary
R2500.00 per month at Fedics food services

Challenges you have faced being a women in 
the industry 
I took over the business as a 30 year old blond who 
had a degree in Food and nutrition and did not even 
know what a pump was or how it worked.  
The pump industry was and still is a white male 
dominated industry.   
Most of the people in the industry gave me 3 months, 
but it has now been 14 years and I am still continuing 
to grow the business ever day. 
It was hard being a lady in the pump industry with all 
the jokes that come with it.

Advice to offer to other women in the 
industry?
All you have to do is believe in yourself and prove you 
can do the job and the respect comes. Most woman 
are hard on themselves and do not have the self-belief. 

This industry is well paying and challenging everyday so 
just give it a go and prove yourself.

What motivated you to go into this industry?
I had no option I came back from living in London 
to find the family business in huge trouble with a 13 
million rand law suit and no money in the bank. 

I had no plans to be in this industry, however saving 
the business started by my 92 year old grandfather 
(at the time) was motivations enough, I know love the 
industry and the pump business turns 85 years old 
this year 

As Harvard say “1st generation build, 2nd spends, 3rd 
destroys” and I consider myself the 1st as I had to 
rebuild it from scratch.

If you could choose any other industry, what 
industry would it be?
I would never change the industry I am in I love every day.  
They say if you love your job you will never work a day in 
your life. 
I am that blessed.

Favourite other SA Company?
Bidvest – always innovating

Person who has had the biggest influence on 
your career and life:
My grandfather who started the pump business in 
1932, his passion, commitment and sacrifices for his 
company was amazing and truly inspiring. 

My husband that challenges me to be the best I can be 
every day.

Current company
CEO of Rapid Allweiler Pumps (PTY) Ltd 
CEO of Quantum Foundry Group (PTY) Ltd


